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Below is a list of suggested book titles by reading level.   You may also find additional book titles by searching http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do.
Level M

Barrows, Annie.  Ivy and Bean.  Bean wasn't interested in making friends with Ivy, the new girl across the street, until she plays a trick on her sister and needs a place to hide out.

Blume, Judy.  Freckle Juice.  Andrew wants freckles so badly that he buys Sharon's freckle recipe for fifty cents.

Chang, Heidi.  Elaine and the Flying Frog.  When Chinese-American Elaine moves from San Francisco to a small town in Iowa, she makes new friends and impresses her class with an innovative science project incorporating her Chinese heritage.

Christopher, Matt.  Matt Christopher Sports series.  Action packed chapter books for ballplayers of all kinds.


(Levels M, N, and O)

Dadey, Debbie & Marcia Jones.  The Adventures of the Bailey School Kids series.  The Bailey School kids know there are a lot of strange things in this world, like monsters, ghosts, and ghouls, and they want to find out about them!

Keene, Carolyn.  Nancy Drew Notebooks.   Meet 8 year old Nancy Drew as she becomes a detective on her way to solve mysteries.
McDonald, Megan.  Judy Moody series.  Comical novels introduce the moody heroine, Judy Moody.
Osborne, Mary Pope.  The Day of the Dragon.  The magic tree house takes Jack and Annie back two thousand years to ancient China where they must find the original copy of an old legend before the Imperial Library is burned down by the evil Dragon King.
Level N 
Abbott, Tony.  Secrets of Droon series.  Discover the World of Droon with Eric, Julie, and Neal.  Fantasy fiction
Bulla, Clyde Robert.  Chalk Box Kid.  Gregory is sad about moving to a new neighborhood and going to a new school.  He discovered an abandoned chalk factory, and soon a new friendship begins to grow.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  The Paint Brush Kid.  Gregory paints pictures representing the life of the Mexican-American old man known as Uncle Pancho and attempts to save him from losing his house.

Bunting, Eve.  Butterfly House.  With the help of her grandfather, a little girl makes a house for a larva and watches it develop before setting it free, and every summer after that butterflies come to visit her.

Cameron, Ann.  The Stories Julian Tells.  Relates episodes in seven-year-old Julian's life which include getting into trouble with his younger brother Huey, planting a garden, what he did to try to grow taller, losing a tooth, and finding a new friend.

Clements, Andrew.  Jake Drake, Know-it-All.  Jake strives to win the grand prize for his school's first science fair.

Danziger, Paula.  Amber Brown series.  Meet the spunky, unforgettable heroine, Amber Brown.

Dahl, Roald.  The Enormous Crocodile.  The enormous crocodile devises secret plans and a few clever tricks to secure his lunch only to have them foiled by his neighbors.  The enormous crocodile devises secret plans and a few clever tricks to secure his lunch only to have them foiled by his neighbors.

DePaola, Tomie.  26 Fairmount Avenue.  Children's author-illustrator Tomie De Paola describes his experiences at home and in school when he was a boy.  NF

Gannet, Ruth Stiles.  My Father’s Dragon.  A young boy determines to rescue a poor baby dragon that is being used by a group of lazy wild animals to ferry them across the river on Wild Island.  Newbery Honor
Howe, James.  Hot Fudge.  Bunnicula and Friends series.  The Monroe family animals suspect that Bunnicula is up to his old tricks when a pan of fudge turns white.

Keene, Carolyn.  Nancy Drew and the Clue Crew series.  Read how Nancy Drew helps teach readers not to jump to conclusion s when something goes missing but investigate to find out the truth.
Manes, Stephen.  Be a Perfect Person in Just Three Days.  Milo, tired of his many problems finds a book in the library that promises to make him a perfect person in just three days.

Mazur, Anne.  Amazing Days of Abby Hayes series.

Preller, James.  Jigsaw Jones series.  Puzzle-crazy Jigsaw Jones searches for clues and pieces them together to solve the mystery.

Roy, Ron.  A to Z Mysteries series.  Three good friends follow clues from A to Z to try and solve mysteries.
Silverstein, Shel.  A Giraffe and a Half.  Humorous nonsense verse about the things that one could do with a giraffe and a little imagination.  Poetry

Stilton, Geronimo.  Geronimo Stilton series.  Geronimo Stilton is a talking mouse who lives in New Mouse City on Mouse Island with his friends and relatives. He works at The Rodent’s Gazette, the most famous newspaper in New Mouse City.

Stevens, Carla.  Lily and Miss Liberty.  A little girl makes crowns and sells them to help raise money for the pedestal needed for mounting France's gift of the Statue of Liberty to this country.

Sutcliffe, Jane.  Babe Didrikson Zaharias: All-around Athlete.  Tells the story of this athlete's early life, All-Star basketball career, and winning of three medals in track and field at the 1932 Olympics.  NF

Tang, Greg.  The Grapes of Math: Mind-stretching Math Riddles.  Illustrated riddles introduce strategies for solving a variety of math problems by using visual clues.  NF
Level O

Adler, David.  Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man.  Traces the life of the Yankees' star ballplayer, focusing on his character and his struggle with the terminal disease amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.  NF

Bentancourt, Jeanne.  Ten True Animal Rescues.  Ten accounts concerning animals that have saved the lives of people.  NF

Bonners, Susan.  Edwina Victorious.  Edwina follows in the footsteps of her namesake great-aunt when she begins to write letters to the mayor about community problems and poses as Edwina the elder.
Cameron, Ann.  The Most Beautiful Place in the World.  Growing up with his grandmother in a small Central American town, seven year-old Juan discovers the value of hard work, the joy of learning, and the location of the most beautiful place in the world. 
Cleary, Beverly.  The Mouse and the Motorcycle.  The adventures of a boy and a little mouse who wants to ride his toy motorcycle.

Cleary, Beverly.  Ramona series.  

Dalgliesh, Alice.  The Courage of Sarah Noble.  An eight-year-old girl finds courage to go alone with her father to build a new home in the Connecticut wilderness, and to stay with the Indians when her father goes back to bring the rest of the family.  

Fritz, Jean.  What’s the Big Idea, Ben Franklin?  A brief biography of the eighteenth-century printer, inventor, and statesman who played an influential role in the early history of the United States.  NF

Gutman, Dan.  Back in time with Benjamin Franklin: A Qwerty Stevens Adventure.   After accidentally sucking Benjamin Franklin into twenty-first-century New Jersey with his Anytime Anywhere machine, thirteen-year-old Qwerty Stevens and his best friend almost wind up stuck in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776 when they try to send him back.

Hale, Bruce.  Chet Gecko Mysteries.  Meet the hilarious mystery sleuth none other than green-scaled, smart-aleck fourth grader, Chet Gecko, a fearless, private-eye lizard.

Howe, James.  Tales from the House of Bunnicula series.
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Baseball Fever.  Ten-year-old Ezra tries to convince his scholarly father that his baseball fever is not wasting his mind.
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Class Clown.  Lucas, the class clown, decides to become the perfect student – but finds it hard to change his ways.
Lingren, Astrid.  Pippi Longstocking.  Escapades of a lucky little girl who lives with a horse and a monkey--but without any parents--at the edge of a Swedish village.

MacDonald, Betty and Hilary Knight.  Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle series.  Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle loves children, both good and bad. She never scolds, but has positive cures for children with special problems such as answering back or never wanting to go to bed.


Meyers, Christopher.  Wings.  Ikarus Jackson, the new boy in school, is outcast because he has wings, but his resilient spirit inspires one girl to speak up for him and recognize his individuality.
Park, Barbara.  Skinnybones.  Meet a puny baseball player who makes up for his poor on-field performance when he enters an essay-writing contest.

Scieszka, Jon.  Time Warp Trio series. Take a trip through time with three boys who bring spunk and humor to famous historical eras.  
Staub, Frank.  Alligators.  Describes the habits and habitat of alligators.  NF
Stine, R. L.  Goosebumps series.  Readers beware! These titles have enough thrills and chills to make the skin crawl!  Shudder along with the safe scares! 

Sturges, Philemon.  Bridges are to Cross.  Discusses different kinds of bridges, from train bridges to fortified castle bridges, and provides an example of each.  NF
Warner, Gertrude Chandler.  The Boxcar Children series.  Independent orphans find inventive ways to stick together through all kinds of mysteries and adventures, including surviving in a boxcar!
Level P

Avi.  Who Stole the “Wizard of Oz”?  Becky and her brother use some ingenious clues to identify the person who stole five children's books from the town's library.  
Blume, Judy.  Double Fudge. His younger brother's obsession with money and the discovery of long-lost cousins Flora and Fauna provide many embarrassing moments for twelve-year-old Peter.
Carmi, Rebecca.  Amazing Magnetism.  Ms. Frizzle teaches her class about magnetism so that they can challenge Mr. Order's class to a science contest.
Christopher, Matt.  Inline Skater.  Cris must choose between "aggro" skating and roller hockey, which also means choosing between his old friends and some new ones.
Colfer, Eoin and Glenn McCoy.  The Legend of Spud Murphy.  When their mother starts dropping them off at the library several afternoons a week, nine-year-old William and his brother dread boredom and the overbearing librarian, but they are surprised at how things turn out.


Dahl, Roald.  Fantastic Mr. Fox.    Three farmers, each one meaner than the next, try all-out warfare to get rid of Mr. Fox and his family.
Bauer, Marion Dane.  The Double-Digit Club.  Nine-year-old Sarah is excited about summer vacation, but she faces unexpected crises when her best friend Paige becomes old enough to join a local girls' clique, and when she makes choices which affect her relationship with an elderly blind neighbor.

Gutman, Dan.  The Edison Mystery.  Thirteen-year-old Robert "Qwerty" Stevens uses the time machine he finds in his back yard to visit Thomas Edison's workshop in 1879, and there helps develop the electric light bulb, but then needs his sister's help to return to his own time.  HF
Levine, Ellen.  If Your Name was Changed At Ellis Island.  Describes, in question and answer format, the great migration of immigrants to New York's Ellis Island, from the 1880s to 1914.  NF
Lowry, Lois.  Attaboy Sam.  Sam is able to help his sister Anastasia with the poem she is writing for their mother's birthday, but his own efforts to create a special perfume are disastrous.

MacLean, Christine Cole.  Mary Margaret, Center Stage.  Mary Margaret is hoping to be Cinderella in the community play but must face the fact that the lead will be played by Ellie, the new girl in class who seems to do everything right.
McMullen, Kate.  97 Ways to Train a Dragon.  (Dragon Slayers’ Academy series).  After a mysterious egg hatches into a baby dragon, Wiglaf and his roommate, Angus, decide to keep it.
Rylant, Cynthia.  Gooseberry Park.  When a storm separates Stumpy the squirrel from her newborn babies, her animal friends Kona the dog, Murray the bat, and Gwendolyn the hermit crab come to the rescue.

Saint George, Judith.  So You Want to Be an Inventor?  Presents some of the characteristics of inventors by describing the inventions of people such as Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, and Eli Whitney.  NF

Sachar, Louis.  Sideways Stories from Wayside School series.  Read some humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each story.

Smith, Lane.  John, Paul, George & Ben.  A humorous look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United States, including George Washington, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson.
Sobol, Donald J. & Rose.  Encyclopedia Brown series.  Meet 5th grade detective, Encyclopedia Brown, America's Sherlock Holmes in sneakers.
Orr, Wendy.  Nim’s Island.  A girl. An iguana. An island. And e-mail. Meet Nim-a modern-day Robinson Crusoe! 
Verne, Jules.  20 Thousand Leagues under the Sea.  The adventures of a French scientist and his companions who travel the seven seas in the mid-nineteenth century as prisoners in the submarine of the mysterious Captain Nemo.

Level Q

American Girl Collection. 

Avi.  The Secret School.  In 1925, fourteen-year-old Ida Bidson secretly takes over as the teacher when the one-room schoolhouse in her remote Colorado area closes unexpectedly. 

Baglio, Ben.  Animal Ark series.  Mandy’s parents are veterinarians who run the Animal Art Veterinary Hospital.  She and her best friend are always on the lookout for animals in trouble.

Baglio, Ben.  Dolphin Diaries series.  Explore the oceans with a girl and her scientific family.

Blume, Judy.  Double Fudge. His younger brother's obsession with money and the discovery of long-lost cousins Flora and Fauna provide many embarrassing moments for twelve-year-old Peter.

Blume, Leslie.  Cornelia and the Audacious Escapades of the Somerset Sisters.  An unforgettable story of friendship and adventure that takes readers around the world and back again.
Cleary, Beverly.  Dear Mr. Henshaw.  In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his parents' divorce, being the new boy in school, and generally finding his own place in the world.  Newbery Award
George, Jean Craighead.  There’s an Owl in the Shower.  Because protecting spotted owls has cost Borden's father his job as a logger in the old growth forest of northern California, Borden intends to kill any spotted owl he sees, until he and his father find themselves taking care of a young owlet.

Howe, James & Deborah Howe.  Bunnicula  series.  A vampire bunny takes center stage in silly tales of the strange events involving one household’s pets.
Keene, Carolyn.  Nancy Drew Mysteries.  Join teenage sleuth Nancy and her friends, Ned, Bess, and George as they crack case after case.

King Smith, Dick.  The Water Horse.  In 1930, on the coast of Scotland, eight-year-old Kirstie finds a large egg which hatches into an unusual sea creature, and as he grows her family must decide what to do with him. 

Korman, Gordan.  Shipwreck (Island series Book #1).  Six troubled kids become unwitting partners in their desperate bid for survival when their sailboat is shipwrecked. The series continues with Survival and Escape.
Levine, Ellen.  If You Lived at the Time of the San Francisco Earthquake.  Presents information on the 1906 San Francisco earthquake in a question-and-answer format, covering topics such as what it felt and sounded like, how people survived after the quake hit, and how long it took the city to recover.  NF Picture Book
Wallace, Rich.  Curveball.  Seventh-grade baseball player Eddie Ventura listens to the sports announcer's voice in his head and gets into trouble when he writes a series of articles for the school paper.
Wilder, Laura Ingalls.  Little House on the Prairie series.  Relive pioneer life on the Wisconsin frontier with the famous Ingalls family.  HF
Level R

Byars, Betsy, Betsy Duffey and Laurie Myers.  The SOS File.  The students in Mr. Magio’s class submit stories for the SOS file about their biggest emergencies, and then they real them aloud for extra credit. 


Byars, Betsy.  The Midnight Fox.  A young boy saves the life of a fox that has been raiding his uncle's farm.  
Bunk, Carol Ryrie.  Caddie Woodlawn.  The adventures of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century.  *Newbery Medal NF
Clements, Andrew.  Frindle.  When he decides to turn his fifth-grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.
Clements, Andrew.  The Landry News.  A fifth-grader starts a newspaper with an editorial that prompts her burnt-out classroom teacher to really begin teaching again, but he is later threatened with disciplinary action as a result.
DiCamillo, Judy.  Because of Winn Dixie.  Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie.
DiCamillo, Judy.  The Tale of Despereaux.  The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.

DeClements, Barthe.  Nothing’s Fair in Fifth Grade.  Initially repelled by an overweight new student who has serious home problems, the fifth grade class finally learns to accept her.
King-Smith, Dick.  Pigs Might Fly.  Having been coached in swimming by a duck and an otter, a runt piglet with deformed front feet becomes a hero when their farm is flooded.
Korman, Gordan.  Discovery: Dive Series Book #1.  Four kids are on a marine expedition for the summer, diving to explore an underwater habitat that's just been altered by a seismic event. What they find, though, is much more than fish -- it's sunken treasure. Can they salvage it without anyone else getting to it first? Will the prospect of wealth set them against one another? And what about those sharks?
Korman, Gordon.  Everest.  Four kids - one mountain. They come from all across America to be the youngest kid ever to climb Everest. But only one will reach the top first. 
Lord, Cynthia.  Rules.  Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.
Mazer, Anne.  The Amazing Days of Abby Hayes.  Abby, the quirky girl with the unmanageable red hair, feels left out when compared to her talented siblings. She takes solace by writing in her journal--and that may be exactly where her hidden talent will show through!

Paulsen, Gary.  Brian’s Winter.  Companion book to Hatchet.
Paulsen, Gary.  Hatchet.   After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce.
Riordan, Rick.  The Maze of Bones 39 Clues.  Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal the secrets of their lineage and find out what really happened to their parents.
*39 Clues series.  Various authors.
Rockwell, Thomas.  How to Eat Fried Worms.  Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal.  
Shura, Mary Francis.  Gentle Annie.  A biography of Anna Blair Etheridge, a nurse during the Civil War, from her childhood through her four years of service with the army of the Potomac.  NF

White, E. B.  The Trumpet of the Swan.  Louis, a voiceless Trumpeter swan, finds himself far from his wilderness home when he determines to communicate by learning to play a stolen trumpet.
Winkler, Henry.  Hank Zipzer series.  Fourth-grader underachiever Hank claims he wants to do the right thing, but somehow he always messes up.

Level S

Avi.  Poppy.  Poppy, a deer mouse, urges her family to move next to a field of corn big enough to feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas.  
Balliet, Blue.  Chasing Vermeer.  When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal.
Creech, Sharon.  Granny Torrelli Makes Soup.  With the help of her wise old grandmother, twelve-year-old Rosie manages to work out some problems in her relationship with her best friend, Bailey, the boy next door.
Dahl, Roald and Quentin Blake.  Matilda.  Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of the evil, child-hating headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, and restore her nice teacher, Miss Honey, to financial security.

Eager, Edward and N. M. Bodecker.  Half Magic.  Four children looking forward to an ordinary summer enjoy a series of fantastic adventures by double-wishing on an ancient coin.
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Lily’s Crossing.  During a summer spent at Rockaway Beach in 1944, Lily's friendship with a young Hungarian refugee causes her to see the war and her own world differently.   HF
George, Jean Craighead.  The Tarantula in My Purse.  A collection of autobiographical stories about raising a houseful of children and wild pets including crows, skunks, and raccoons.   NF  
Gutman, Dan.  The Million Dollar Shot.  An 11 year old wins a poetry contest that gives him the chance to sink a free throw at an NBA game.

Hansen, Joyce.  Yellow Bird and Me.  Doris becomes friends with Yellow Bird as she helps him with his studies and his part in the school play and discovers that he has a problem known as dyslexia.
Kessler, Liz.  The Tale of Emily Windsnap.  Emily Windsnap series, Book 1.

After finally convincing her mother that she should take swimming lessons, twelve-year-old Emily discovers a terrible and wonderful secret about herself that opens up a whole new world.  
Konigsburg, E. L.  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  Two suburban children run away from their Connecticut home and go to New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, where their cleverness enables them to live in luxury.  *Newbery Medal
Norton, Mary. The Borrowers series.  Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things from the humans are forced to leave their home under the clock.  

Riordan, Rick.  Percy Jackson and the Olympians series.  A popular fantasy series about middle school student Percy Jackson and his adventures when he learns he is a demigod, the son of a god and a mortal.
Selden, George.  The Cricket in Times Square.  A Connecticut cricket finds himself in New York’s Times Square, where he finds fame, fortune, and friends.

Welden, Amelie.  Girls Who Rocked the World.  Profiles young women from around the world who accomplished great things while still teenagers.  NF
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Amelia to Zora: Twenty-Six Women Who Changed the World.  Brief illustrated biographies of twenty-six women, one for each letter of the alphabet, who have made history in their various fields.  NF Picture Book

Level T
Applegate, K. A.  Animorphs.  A very exciting series about five teens who are given the power to "morph" into any animal they touch, absorb their DNA, and to try to save the world from the invading aliens.  
Armstrong, William H.  Sounder.   Angry and humiliated when his sharecropper father is jailed for stealing food for his family, a young black boy grows in courage and understanding with the help of the devoted dog Sounder.    RF
Avi.  Never Mind! A Twin Novel. Twelve-year-old New York City twins Meg and Edward have nothing in common, so they are just as shocked as everyone else when Meg's hopes for popularity and Edward's mischievous schemes coincidentally collide in a hilarious showdown.

Clements, Andrew.  A  Week in the Woods.  The fifth grade's annual camping trip in the woods tests Mark's survival skills and his ability to relate to a teacher who seems out to get him.  RF
Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor the Overlander.  When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle involving humans, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy.

Creech, Sharon.  Love that Dog.  Jack is a young boy in Miss Stretchberry's class, and he does not want to write poetry, "because boys don't write poetry; girls do." In order to answer his teacher's requirements for poetry, he concedes to keeping a journal and to writing his feelings in short sentences, like poems.  
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Watsons Go to Birmingham.  The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.  
Dahl, Roald.  Danny, the Champion of the World.  A young English boy describes his relationship with his father and the special adventure they share together.
Fitzhugh, Louise.  Harriet the Spy.  See the world through the investigative eyes of Harriet, whose detailed notebook gets her in trouble with her friend.

Green, Michelle Y.  A Strong Right Arm.  Tells the story of Mamie "Peanut" Johnson, a woman who had to overcome the obstacles of gender and race to pursue her dream of playing baseball, and who finally got her chance when she and other African-American women were invited to play in the Negro Leagues after male players were allowed on major league teams.  NF
Gutman, Dan.  Baseball Card Adventure series.  Joe Stoshack travels back in time to meet baseball greats!! Time-travel, fantasy, and baseball!  Full of sports trivia and actual historical documents.
Lazan, Marion Blumenthal.  Four Perfect Pebbles.  By the time WW II ended in Europe, the Blumenthal family-- Marion, her brother Albert, and their parents--had lived in a succession of refugee, transit, and prison camps for more than six years, not only surviving but staying together, a phenomenon that Marion attributes to the power of her four lucky stones.  NF
Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Sammy Keyes mysteries.   Exciting mysteries starring the feisty and funny, smart and spunky If Your Name was Changed at Ellis Island seventh-grade ace detective, Samantha Keyes. 
Level U
Crisp, Marty.  White Star: a dog on the Titanic.  Twelve-year-old Sam, a passenger on the Titanic's maiden sea voyage, volunteers to help care for the dogs in the ocean liner's kennel and becomes fast friends with the Irish setter of J. Bruce Ismay, the ship's owner.
Dahl, Roald.  The BFG.  Kid snatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other man-gobbling cannibal giants.
Danziger, Paula.  P. S.  Longer Letter Later.  Twelve-year-old best friends Elizabeth and Tara-Starr continue their friendship through letter-writing after Tara-Starr's family moves to another state.  
George, Jean Craighead.  My Side of the Mountain.   A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends living in the Catskill Mountains including his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship.  *Newbery Honor
Gutman, Dan.  The Get Rich Quick Club.  Summer vacation in their small Maine town does not look too promising until twelve-year-old Gina and four of her friends make a pact to become millionaires before school starts in September.

Loizeau, William.  Wings.  Nick recalls his memorable summer in 1960 when he rescued and raísed a baby mockingbird he named Marcy.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Ella Enchanted.  In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.  
McGovern, Ann.  If You Lived 100 Years Ago.  Describes what life in America was like in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  NF

Park, Linda Sue.  A Single Shard.  Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.  
O’Brien, Robert C.  Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh.   With nowhere else to turn, a field mouse asks the clever escaped lab rats living under the rosebush to save her son, who lies in the path of the farmer’s tractor, too ill to be moved.
Schwartz, David M.  G is for Google: a math alphabet book.  Explains the meaning of mathematical terms which begin with the different letters of the alphabet from abacus, binary, and cubit to zillion.  NF
Level V
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Bud, Not Buddy.  Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.
Funke, Cornelia.  Dragon Rider.  After learning that humans are headed toward his hidden home, Firedrake, a silver dragon, is joined by a brownie and an orphan boy in a quest to find the legendary valley known as the Rim of Heaven, encountering friendly and unfriendly creatures along the way, and struggling to evade the relentless pursuit of an old enemy.
George, Jean Craighead.  Frightful’s Mountain. As she grows through the first years of her life in the Catskill Mountains of New York, a peregrine falcon called Frightful interacts with various humans, including the boy who raised her, a falconer who rescues her, and several unscrupulous poachers, as well as with many animals that are part of the area's ecological balance. 
Konigsburg, E.L.  The View from Saturday.  Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition.

Lowry, Lois.  Gossamer.  Littlest One is a dream giver, a spirit who "bestows" dreams on humans by touching (very lightly) items that contain pleasant memories, gathering these "fragments," and placing them gently into sleepers' ears.
Mass, Wendy.  Every Soul a Star.  Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun; but soon they begin to learn a great deal about themselves, each other, and the universe.  

Pearsall, Shelley.  All of the above: a novel.  Five urban middle school students, their teacher, and other   community members relate how a school project to build the world's largest tetrahedron affects the lives of everyone involved.
Rowling, J. K.  Harry Potter series.  Rescued from the outrageous of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Sachar, Louis.  Holes.  As further evidence of his family’s bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

Taylor, Theodore.  The Cay.  When the freighter on which they are traveling is torpedoed by a German submarine during World War II, an adolescent white boy, blinded by a blow on the head, and an old black man are stranded on a tiny Caribbean island where the boy acquires a new kind of vision, courage, and love from his old companion.
Level W
Bridges, Ruby and Margo Lundell.  Through My Eyes. Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New Orleans in 1960.  NF
Hiaasen, Carl.  Flush.  This time Noah Underwood's Dad's has gone too far: he sunk a floating casino.  An entertaining yet serious message about conservation of our natural resources.

Hiaasen, Carl.  Hoot.  Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.

Juster, Norton and Jules Feiffer.  The Phantom Tollbooth.  Milo travels through a magical tollbooth and begins a journey to the Kingdom of Wisdom, where he and a "watch" dog named Tock try to end the feud between numbers and words.
L’Engle, Madeleine.  A Wrinkle in Time.  Three extraterrestrial beings take Meg and her friends to another world.

Montgomery, Sy.  The Tarantula Scientist.  Describes the research that Samuel Marshall and his students are doing on tarantulas, including the largest spider on earth, the Goliath bird eating tarantula.  NF


Stewart, Trenton Lee and Carson Ellis.  The Mysterious Benedict Society.  After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.

Annotations:  Barnes and Noble, Titlewave, and Scholastic.
      
